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Science and Innovation 

Short-answer questions: Bletchley Park | Cambridge IGCSE ESL 0510/0511 

1. Lead-in discussion 

Talk with a partner before you read. 

1. What skills might a codebreaker need? 

2. Why is secret work difficult to recognise? 

3. How did technology change communication in wartime? 

4. Should museums tell stories about hidden workers? 

Exercise 1 at a glance 

Read one factual text. Answers are in 

the text. Copy exact words and check 

the question carefully before 

choosing your answer. 

2. Read for overall understanding 

Read the text. Why was Bletchley Park important during and after the war? 

Bletchley Park 

Bletchley Park is an estate in Buckinghamshire that became famous for codebreaking during the Second World War. Thousands of 

people worked there in secrecy, trying to understand enemy messages. Many were mathematicians, linguists, engineers, clerks and 

members of the armed services. 

One of the main challenges was the Enigma machine, used by Germany to send coded messages. The settings changed regularly, 

so codebreakers could not simply solve one message and use the same answer forever. They needed intelligence, pattern-spotting, 

careful organisation and machines that could test possible settings quickly. 

Alan Turing is one of the best-known people connected with Bletchley Park, but the work was done by large teams. Women played 

many important roles, including operating machines, handling messages and doing detailed clerical and analytical work. For 

decades, much of this contribution was not widely known because wartime secrecy continued after the war. 

Machines called Bombes helped codebreakers find possible Enigma settings. These machines did not read every message by 

themselves. They supported human reasoning by testing possibilities faster than people could do manually. This combination of 

people and machines was one reason the work at Bletchley Park was so effective. 

The intelligence produced at Bletchley Park was used by military leaders, but the workers themselves often could not talk about 

what they had done. Many returned to ordinary life without public recognition. Later, historians and museums helped reveal the 

scale and importance of the work. 

Today, Bletchley Park is a heritage site and museum. Visitors can learn about wartime secrecy, early computing and the people 

whose quiet work affected world events. The site shows that achievement is not always public at the time it happens. 

The secrecy of Bletchley Park shaped the lives of the people who worked there. Many signed official agreements and could not tell 

friends or family what their work involved. This meant that some people made major contributions without receiving public praise 

at the time. Their silence was part of the job. 

The site is also linked to the early history of computing. Codebreaking required faster ways to process information, and wartime 

pressure encouraged new technical solutions. Although modern computers developed in many places, Bletchley Park is 

remembered as one of the sites where mathematics, machines and urgent real-world problems came together. 

This makes it especially useful for students interested in both history and technology. It also shows how teamwork can be hidden 

behind a few famous names. 
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3. Strategy focus 

Check people and machines 

This text mentions workers, machines and messages. Check whether the question asks who did something or 

what helped them do it. 

4. Exam-style short-answer questions 

Answer the questions using words from the text. 

1. Where is Bletchley Park? [1] 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which German machine is mentioned in the text? [1] 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why could codebreakers not use the same answer forever? [1] 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What did Bombes help codebreakers find? [1] 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why was much of the women's contribution not widely known for decades? [1] 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. According to the text, what are three skills needed by codebreakers and staff at Bletchley Park? [3] 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Vocabulary notebook 

Underline five useful words or phrases. Check their meaning, then record them in your vocabulary notebook. 

6. Follow-up tasks 

1. Discussion: Why should hidden workers be remembered? 

2. Summary: Summarise Bletchley Park in about 50 words. 

3. Creative task: Write a museum caption for a codebreaking machine. 

4. Research: Find another wartime invention. 
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ANSWER KEY 

Science and Innovation 

Short-answer questions: Bletchley Park 

2. Read for overall understanding 

Suggested answer: It was important because codebreakers worked there during the Second World War, their work 

helped intelligence efforts, and the site is now remembered for secrecy, technology and hidden contributions. 

4. Exam-style short-answer questions 

1. Buckinghamshire 

2. the Enigma machine 

3. the settings changed regularly 

4. possible Enigma settings 

5. wartime secrecy continued after the war 

6. Any three from: mathematics; languages; engineering; intelligence; pattern-spotting; careful organisation / analytical 

work. 

Notes for checking 

1. Answers should be short and clearly based on the text. 

2. Accept bracketed or optional wording if the meaning is clear. 

3. For the final question, learners need three separate details. 


