
IGCSE ESL | Resources for busy teachers | igcseesl.com 

 

GRAMMAR PRACTICE 

Articles in Home and Local Area 

Home and Local Area | a, an, the and no article | Cambridge IGCSE ESL 0511 

1. Lead-in discussion 

Talk with a partner. You may already use this grammar without noticing it. 

No. Question 

1 Describe a place in your neighbourhood that you like. 

2 What facilities does your local area have? 

3 Is there a park, a library or a sports centre near your home? 

4 What is the most useful place in your community? 

2. Grammar in context 

Read the text. The bold phrases show the grammar used in a natural topic context. 

Describing a Local Area 

I live in a quiet neighbourhood near the city centre. There is a small park where families walk in the evening. 

The area has a library, a sports centre and several shops. The library is popular with students because it has free Wi-Fi 

and quiet study rooms. 

Some people prefer living in the countryside, while others enjoy city life. In my opinion, communities need safe streets, 

green spaces and good public transport. 

3. Notice the pattern 

Use a/an when you mention one thing for the first time. Use the when the reader knows which thing you mean. Use 

no article for general plural or uncountable ideas. 

Use Form / signal Example 

a/an one thing; first mention There is a library near my home. 

the specific/known thing The library is popular with students. 

No article general plural nouns Communities need safe streets. 

Common places the city centre/countryside I live near the city centre. 
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4. Build accurate sentences 

Complete each sentence using the grammar focus. Then write two examples of your own. 

No. Prompt Use Your answer 

1 There is / park / near my home. a  

2 / park / is popular with families. the  

3 Communities need / safe streets. no article  

4 Some people prefer / countryside. the  

 

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Use it in exam answers 

Complete the tasks using the grammar focus naturally. 

Task What to do 

Speaking Describe your local area and use a/an/the accurately. 

Writing Write a short paragraph about your neighbourhood or an ideal place to live. 

Reading Underline articles in the context text and explain why they are used. 

6. Common mistakes 

Correct the mistakes. 

No. Mistake Your correction 

1 There is the park near my home.  

2 A park is popular with families after I mentioned it.  

3 Communities need the safe streets.  

4 Some people prefer countryside.  

7. Topic discussion questions 

Use these for pair work, small-group discussion, or speaking-test warm-up practice. 

1. What facilities does a good neighbourhood need? 

2. Would you rather live in the city centre or the countryside? 

3. Is there a place in your local area that should be improved? 

4. What makes a community feel safe and friendly? 
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ANSWER KEY 

Articles in Home and Local Area 

4. Build accurate sentences 

1. There is a park near my home. 

2. The park is popular with families. 

3. Communities need safe streets. 

4. Some people prefer the countryside. 

Own answers will vary. Check that the grammar focus is accurate and natural. 

6. Common mistakes 

1. There is a park near my home. 

2. The park is popular with families. 

3. Communities need safe streets. 

4. Some people prefer the countryside. 

Notes for checking 

1. a/an: one thing; first mention - There is a library near my home. 

2. the: specific/known thing - The library is popular with students. 

3. No article: general plural nouns - Communities need safe streets. 

4. Common places: the city centre/countryside - I live near the city centre. 


